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1. Executive Summary  

1.1 Project Objectives 
CIRCE, the Central Italy Innovation Relay Centre, is one of the 7 Italian Innovation Relay Centres. It is 
member of the IRC network since 1995 with the task of promoting and increasing technological co-
operation among European companies and research centres.  

CIRCE, as other IRCs did in their own region, provided companies and research centres of Lazio, 
Abruzzo and Sardegna, with cost effective services and qualified support in the field of transnational 
technology transfer and in all matters concerning innovation and intellectual property rights. 

In these regions CIRCE had the task and the role of improving and creating a friendly and homogeneous 
innovation environment by stimulating a better integration between the world of research and industries 
and by encouraging local companies to work with European ones. 

To reach its contractual goals, CIRCE provided its clients with: 
 an updated flow of information, through its web site (http://www.irccirce.it) and through targeted e-mail 

shots, linking all available innovation opportunities arisen in Europe with local needs and skills; 
 a network of experts and local innovation providers able to support them with customised assistance 

in the different aspects (technical, legal, economic) of the innovation procedures; 
 the participation in the IRCs network events, in order to increase their opportunities in meeting other 

European entrepreneurs and researchers; 
 innovative and standardised tools and methodologies to ensure high quality of services and 

assistance and a qualified level of staff expertise; 
 signposting service to other local business office (BIC, EIC, Chambers of Commerce, etc.). 

According to the contract, The main sectors of activities have been: agro-food, biotechnology, cultural 
heritage, renewable energies, environment, ICT, micro and nano technologies and medicine.  

CIRCE strategic objectives have been: 
1. support for transnational technology transfer actions both in inward and outward; 
2. stimulation of transnational technology transfer actions in low innovation oriented local companies 

and promotion of local research centres expertise and know-how; 
3. enhancement of the participation of clients in the IRC Thematic Group actions and events; 
4. improvement of the quality of tools, methodologies and technologies of the IRC network; 
5. increase staff expertise; 
6. co-operation with other European networks and with local innovation providers. 

1.2 Project Organisation 
CIRCE’s project was a consortium made of 5 partners: CNR, the co-ordinator, APRE, University of Tor 
Vergata – Science Park, Sardegna Ricerche and Sviluppo Italia Abruzzo, covering the 3 central regions 
of Italy as follows:  

 CNR, APRE and the University of Tor Vergata: Lazio 
 Sardegna Ricerche: Sardegna 
 Sviluppo Italia Abruzzo: Abruzzo 

They have been chosen according to: 
♦ their professional background and territorial importance, which ensure targeted expertise and 

reliability in the academic and entrepreneurial system of their own region, transnational involvement, 
achievement of relevant results; 

♦ their contacts and collaboration with research, innovation and business providers of each region 
(partners’ sub-network) guaranteeing a wide promotion of CIRCE’s services and IRC network 
opportunities; 

♦ their consolidated experience in finding transnational solutions, and their good knowledge of the 
industrial framework of their own region in terms of weaknesses and strengths, needs and 
capabilities; 

♦ their participation in relevant regional/national/European research and innovation projects as 
performers and/or advisors; 

♦ their expertise and experience in delivering “innovation and TTT” services to companies, research 
centres and “industrial districts” of their own region. 
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Due to the good relationships established among the partners and due to their professional background 
and skills, the consortium have never been modified. All the partners have been in charge since 2004 and 
the most of them were partner also in the previous contractual period (2000-2004). In particular, the CNR 
has been the co-coordinator since 1995.  

1.3 Project activities 
The activities carried on by CIRCE in 2004-2008 can be grouped in 3 key services: Services to IRC 
clients, Services to the IRC network and Internal IRC matters.  

Key service 1: Services to IRC clients. 
This action has been addressed to all those companies, research centres, “industrial districts” and 
clusters of innovative firms involved in the innovation process, and to those SMEs working in more 
traditional fields for whom innovation is the next step. It consisted of 3 actions: 
 services for the transnational transfer of technologies and for the exploitation of research results 
 services for stimulating companies to adopt new technologies 
 actions to favour signposting and co-operation with other European business support networks and 

local innovation providers. 

Key service 2: Services to the IRC network 
This action have been addressed to all other IRCs of the network and consisted of 2 actions: 
 enhancement of the quality of technologies circulating in the network 
 participation in the IRC network and Thematic Groups actions and events. 

Key service 3: Internal IRC matters 
This action has been addressed to CIRCE partners and consisted in the management of the consortium, 
concerning both administrative and financial matters, and in the co-ordination of the IRC activities at local, 
national and European level. 

1.4 Project results  
The management of the consortium and the coordination of the activities did not present any particular 
difficulties, rather, relationships among the partners have been strengthen during the years. The 
consortium was well harmonised and the numerous contacts and relationships that each partner keeps 
with its own sub-network, at local and European level, were a precious contribution for the project 
activities, as a whole. Also the strategy concerning the achievement of the project goals has always been 
jointly decided and a significant number of actions and events have been carried on and realised 
together: partners supported each other activities and co-operated for the improvement of services 
offered to clients and for the realisation and the success of the project. 

Main results reached by CIRCE in 4 years of activity can be summarised as follows: 

FTE: average of the whole period 8.5 

WP1: Services to clients 
 About 2500 companies/research centres regularly informed about innovation opportunities; 
 About  5000 new hi-tech and traditional companies and research centres contacted as against 2500 

planned in the contract; 
 655 new clients/loyal customers as against 300 planned in the contract; 
 527 company/research centres visits and audits, as against 500 planned in the contract; 
 253 new local technology profiles published in the BBS and 913 local technology profiles 

disseminated for external and local events as against respectively 170 and 160 planned in the 
contract; 

 810 expressions of interest in local technology profiles as against 600 planned in the contract; 
 537 expressions of interest in external technology profiles; 
 3437 external technology profiles promoted locally during events, company visits or through targeted 

e-mail shots and newsletter as against 160 planned. TPs promoted through the Automatic Matching 
Tool have not been included in this number; 

 175 negotiations started as against 100 planned in the contract; 
 40 transnational technology transfer agreements signed as against 34 planned in the contract; 
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ETHICS

Which (if any) of the following does your research project involve?

Human beings: No

Human biological samples: No

Human embryos or human embryonic stem
cells:

No

Non human primates: No

Personal data: No

Genetic information: No

Other animals: No

Other: No

To what extent do you believe ethical issues
are relevant to your research project?

Not relevant

Do you have Ethicists or others with
considerable ethics experience involved in the
project?

No

Did your project have a separate EC ethical
review?

No

How much (including the value of time spent,
as well as paid-out costs) do you estimate your
project (when it is completed) will have spent
on considering and dealing with ethical issues?
(Euro)

0

GENDER (to be completed for CA's, SSA's and STREP's)
Did you undertake Gender Equality Actions
in your research project?

No

If no, why not? Not relevant

Other

If yes, which of the following actions did you carry out and how effective were they?

Design and implement an equal opportunity
policy

If yes, rate?

Implement mentoring schemes for women:

If yes, rate?

Family friendly working conditions:

If yes, rate?

Was there a gender dimension associated with
the research content?

No
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If yes please specify:

How much (including the value of time spent,
as well as paid-out costs) do you estimate your
project (when it is completed) will have spent
on considering and dealing with gender
issues? (Euro)

0

Project No.: 510427
Period number: 2nd
Ref: 510427_Science_and_Society_Reporting_Questionnaire_PAR1_PER2_20080623_150938_CET.pdf

Page - 4 of 8



SCIENCE EDUCATION, TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT
Does this project anticipate having a direct
impact on the local economy?

Yes

If yes, is the project:

Stimulating employment: Yes

Retaining highly trained personnel: Yes

Creating possible spin-out/start-up
companies:

Yes

Does your partnership employ and train
researchers?

No

Does your project involve working with young
people at schools?

No

Is there any education material being
produced directly or indirectly by your
project?

No

How much (including the value of time spent,
as well as paid-out costs) do you estimate your
project (when it is completed) will have spent
on considering and dealing with Science
Education, Training and Career? (Euro)

0

ENGAGING WITH ACTORS BEYOND THE RESEARCH
COMMUNITY

Is the project likely to generate outputs
(expertise or scientific advice) which could be
used by policy makers?

Yes

If yes, is this a primary or secondary objective
of the project?

Secondary

Did your project engage in significant
communication with the public before
research commenced?

No

Was the focus or methodology of your project
modified in response to any communication
with the public?

No

Does your project involve someone whose role
is solely to communicate with the public?

No
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USE AND DISSEMINATION

How many articles were published?

In refereed journals: 0

Other journals: 0

How many patents have been applied for? 0

How many other Intellectual Property Rights
were applied for?

0

How many spin-offs were created? 0

Have you issued press releases related to your
project (and if yes, how many)?

Yes

If yes please specify number: 10

Have you held media briefings? If yes, how
many, and on average roughly how many
journalists attended?

Yes

If yes please specify number of briefings: 6

If yes please specify average number of
journalists:

8

Roughly how many items covering your project in the printed press, on radio or television can
you identify?

Press: 30

Radio: 0

Television: 0

Roughly how many items were:

Specialist Press: 10

Non-specialist Press: 5

National Press: 15

International Press: 0

Was there on-line information about the
project?

Specific web site

Roughly how frequently has it been updated? WEEKLY

Do you have an e-mail mailing list to send
news about the project?

Yes

If yes please specify number of subscribers: 250

Have you created or participated in an event
(e.g. workshop, conference, information day)
in order to communicate with the public (not
just other researchers or the press)?

Yes
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Roughly how many people attended these
events and learned about your project?

500

Have you produced a video or DVD film about
your project?

No

If yes, how effective do you believe it has been
in communicating with the public?

Have you produced posters, flyers or
brochures about your project?

Yes

If yes, how effective do you believe they have
been in communicating with the public?

Significantly effective

In how many different languages were these
products (video/DVD, posters, flyers,
brochures) produced?

2

How have you distributed these products (video/DVD, posters, flyers, brochures)? Please tick
all methods you have used.

Sent on request: Yes

Sent to schools/academic institutions: No

Distributed through government
agencies/public buildings/libraries etc.

No

Sent to potentially interested
non-governmental bodies (NGOs, citizen's
associations etc)

No

Other: Yes

Other, please comment:

INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATIONS, INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS, COMPANY VISITS, INFO DAYS,
TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER DAYS

TOTAL COMMUNICATION SPEND
How much (including the value of time spent,
as well as paid-out costs) do you estimate your
project (when it is completed) will have spent
on communication activities (engaging with
the public, use and dissemination) as
described in the current questionnaire? (Euro)

50000

COMMENTS
If you have any comments about your experience of meeting the Science and Society objectives
within your project, or any suggestions of improvements to the programme please add them
here.
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
Do your tasks in the project include
socio-economic research activities?

No

If yes, what is the estimated total budget
allocation that addresses these activities (when
the project will be completed)?

FORESIGHT METHODS
Do your tasks in the project include foresight
methods?

No

If yes, what is the estimated total budget
allocation that addresses these activities (when
the project will be completed)?

SOCIO-ECONOMIC SCIENTISTS
How many person/months (estimated) are
allocated to researchers with a background in
social sciences, to perform your tasks for the
project (when it will be completed)?

0

Project No.: 510427
Period number: 2nd
Ref: intermediateReport430636

Page - 3 of 4



Attachments

Name

Date

Signature

Project No.: 510427
Period number: 2nd
Ref: intermediateReport430636

Page - 4 of 4



EUROPEAN COMMISSION
RESEARCH DG WOMEN AND
SCIENCE

Work Force Statistics (WFS) Final Report

Project No.: 510427

Project Acronym: CIRCE

Project Full Name: CENTRAL ITALY INNOVATION RELAY
CENTRE

Specific Support Actions

Work Force Statistics (WFS) Final
Report

Period covered: from 31/03/2007 to 31/03/2011 Date of preparation: 05/06/2008

Start date of project: 01/04/2004 Date of submission (SESAM):
05/06/2008 12:12:58 CET

Project coordinator name:
Ms Sara DI MARCELLO

Duration: 48

Project coordinator organisation name:
CONSIGLIO NAZIONALE DELLE RICERCHE

Version:



Specific Support Actions

Work Force Statistics (WFS) Final Report

GENERAL INFORMATION
Project No.: 510427

Project acronym: CIRCE

Project full name: CENTRAL ITALY INNOVATION RELAY
CENTRE

Period number: 1st

Period covered - start date: 31/03/2007

Period covered - end date: 31/03/2011

Project start date: 01/04/2004

Project duration [months]: 48

Project coordinator name: Ms Sara DI MARCELLO

Project coordinator organisation name: CONSIGLIO NAZIONALE DELLE RICERCHE

Participant organisation name: AGENZIA PER LA PROMOZIONE DELLA
RICERCA EUROPEA

Date of submission: 05/06/2008

Project No.: 510427
Period number: 1st
Ref: intermediateReport430641

Page - 2 of 4



SCIENTIFIC LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT - WORKFORCE
STATISTICS

Type of Position Number of Women Number of Men

Scientific manager 1 0

Scientific team leader / work package manager 1 0

Experienced researcher (>4 years) 0 0

Early researcher (<=4 years) 0 0

PhD student 0 0

Technical staff 0 1

Other 4 0
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
Do your tasks in the project include
socio-economic research activities?

No

If yes, what is the estimated total budget
allocation that addresses these activities (when
the project will be completed)?

FORESIGHT METHODS
Do your tasks in the project include foresight
methods?

No

If yes, what is the estimated total budget
allocation that addresses these activities (when
the project will be completed)?

SOCIO-ECONOMIC SCIENTISTS
How many person/months (estimated) are
allocated to researchers with a background in
social sciences, to perform your tasks for the
project (when it will be completed)?

1
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SCIENTIFIC LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT - WORKFORCE
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Type of Position Number of Women Number of Men

Scientific manager 0 1

Scientific team leader / work package manager 1 0

Experienced researcher (>4 years) 0 0
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PhD student 0 0
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
Do your tasks in the project include
socio-economic research activities?

No

If yes, what is the estimated total budget
allocation that addresses these activities (when
the project will be completed)?

FORESIGHT METHODS
Do your tasks in the project include foresight
methods?

No

If yes, what is the estimated total budget
allocation that addresses these activities (when
the project will be completed)?

SOCIO-ECONOMIC SCIENTISTS
How many person/months (estimated) are
allocated to researchers with a background in
social sciences, to perform your tasks for the
project (when it will be completed)?

0
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
Do your tasks in the project include
socio-economic research activities?

No

If yes, what is the estimated total budget
allocation that addresses these activities (when
the project will be completed)?

FORESIGHT METHODS
Do your tasks in the project include foresight
methods?

No

If yes, what is the estimated total budget
allocation that addresses these activities (when
the project will be completed)?

SOCIO-ECONOMIC SCIENTISTS
How many person/months (estimated) are
allocated to researchers with a background in
social sciences, to perform your tasks for the
project (when it will be completed)?

0
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SCIENTIFIC LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT - WORKFORCE
STATISTICS

Type of Position Number of Women Number of Men

Scientific manager 0 1

Scientific team leader / work package manager 1 0

Experienced researcher (>4 years) 0 0

Early researcher (<=4 years) 0 0

PhD student 0 0

Technical staff 0 1

Other 0 0
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